
ll

I

S

VOL. X.

mj ' mS "mjPhk VB? .aw - mm

SYNOHB OP MRMONI

SALINE 27. 1001. ,

iLuAJ uVan unWan Vaananahsnai ansf landB nyLgaal

Mifalag, Dmmiir llmL

TJlk WORD DWKLLINO AMONG US.
John I till "And th Word bevama R"h, Mil d welt

among. ui." -

Here we have oat of the most prominent
subjects of tl.e gospel, ..one of the cardinal,
fuudemental doctrines of Cbristisnity, namely,
the Incarnation. The coming o( Chtiat in the
fieh mark the turning point in the history of
the world. Before His advent audent history
waa but preparation for Him as the fulfill
ment of all type, of all prophecies, of all the
nobler aspirations of men. and of the desire of
all nations. Since His coming all history lias
been, and is, and ahall he but aubservieut to
the spree and triumph of Christianity.

In the text we have Christ preitented to us:
1. Arthe Word. Two of the evangelists

give us the human ancestry of Jesus:. Matthew
His legal descent through Hia reputed father,

'Jiwsph, d Luke Hia actual daantut through --

His mother, Mary; but John aaa nothing ot
HiM family descent, nothing even of His as
tionality. He begins with the eternity' of
Jesus. "In the beginning was the Word."
Kteruity curie with it the idea of self exist-
ence. No creature is t. Ouly the
Creator is. Hence the divinity of Jesus. "In
the beginning wan the Word, anu the Word
and the Word was with God, and the Word
was God." "All things wtre made by Him,
and without Him, waa not anvtuiug inadethat
hath been- - made."

2. Is Incarnate. "And the Word became
flesh." The J..,pccwlly Pnilo, Uttcu. the 'ig
nify the Creator of the world. But Jesus is
moie i hau Creator. He is alto the Kcveaier
ol God lo men. Upon the pediment ot one of
the must famous temples of aucimt Egypt
these words are sculptured: "I am that wliicb
has 'beenY'wbich is. and which is to be: and
my veil' hath no mortal yet drawn aside."
Homer said "that Athene look the cloud from
the eyes of Pioudcs that he might tecOgnise
godn .ai!dine.n,"v ku has drawn ssjde the
veil. that concealed jdiviuity and lifted the
clond' from the eyeas of men that they may
know God. He the refutation of sgnosti-.cistu- ;

Word are' thought .materialized ;

thoughts made audible and visible. Jesu.s was
"God manifested iu the fleshy", Words are
the "expression of hidden thought." They
are more. They are the expression of one's
true self. So Jesus' was the expression and

of the living God. "No man
hath seen God at any time; the only b. gotten
Son, which is in the bosom of the' Father, He
hath declared Him" that is, interpreted Him,
inad exegesis of Him. "No man knoweth
the Son but the Father; and no man knoweth
the Father hut the Son, and He to whomso-
ever the Son sbsll reveal him."

3. As dwelling among us. "And dwelt
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amofue""sThe-wor- "dwelt" is peculiar
to John. It la found nowhere else iu the Bi-

ble than in his gospel and in the book of Rev
elation. It! meanailliterally "to dwell iu a
tent," or "to tabernacle." There is much
suggested by the word.

i Chrjet was among?na net incognito, but
in His real self, in His true character. There
is no place where a'man is more really him-
self than in the place he. dwells. In society
and in business nan is more or leas in re
Rerve;-tjsdeed- , he may .wear some other self
than hia. real self. But at home man is never
more himself than with his wife, bis children,
and his domeet (cs.--- - Here he is atf.his beat or
at bis worst. -If .you would know Jesus in His
real self end true character. study.Him as He
"dwelt among s." ,

a Christ was thoroughly identified- - with
men. There is an identity existing between
thoae who dwell together (hat there is not be-iwe-

those who live apart. There is, flrst,
the identity in law. Subjects, of the aame
government arc under tke same taws, whether
these be the laws of a home, a city, or a state.
Jesus waa horn of a woman, and therefore un-

der the same physical, BMnUt and.moral.law
that other men born of women arc under.
There k secondly, the identity of iatertat.
Jesus ie interested in everything that pertains
'to the welter of men and the world. He
dwelt among us.

3. It was a wonderful condescension ou the
part of Jesus to dwell among us. H ksd a
glory with the Father before the world was.
He was rich. He waa in the "form of God."
But He "emptied Himself" to dwell among
us. He became puor. So poor that He had
not where to lay His bead. He took upon
Hi a veil the "form of a servant." He came
not to be ministered unto, but to minister. He
served even unto death, yea, the death of the
cross.

4 As the "Captain of our salvation" Jesus
took the fleld in person aud led the forces of
the good against the powers of evil. In the
conquest ot Grenada, Ferdinand and 'Isabella,
sovereigns of Spain, went on the bettlefcld in
person to conduct the war of Christendom
against the Moors. UkewiiuTjesus put Him-
self on a level with men in the conflict with

'ault U. farad mvmrv irt that men had- - In
''face. He eudund every hardship that they
' have to endure. He wsstempted in all points

like as' .they are, yet without sin. He tri-
umphal' over., all evil. By His example He
has taught men' how to endure xnd to triumph.
Follow Hira.-.an- d like Him. "thou Shalt tread
upon the lion and adder: the young lion and
the serpent shalt tbou'trample under feet."

5. Christ is none other than Immanuel,
"which is, bring interpreted, "God with us "
"And tabernacled with-ua.- ". This is the
marginal reading of the Revised Version.
There is evident reference to the wilderness
tabernacle in which the Divine Presence abode
until the temple of Solomon was reared. And
will God indeed dwell with men? The heave.is,
and the heaven of heavens cannot contain
Him. Still He tabernacled with us, for in

NO. 47.

Jesus "dwelleth all the fulness of Godhead
bodily." He waa "the effulgeanct of His
glory, and th very image of Hia substance."
He that hath seen Jesua hath seen the Father.
He dwelt with ua that we might dwell with
Him forever. "Iu my. Father house are
many' mansions. ,1 go to prepare a place for
you. I will come again, and will receive you
unto myself; thst where I am there ye may
be also.". B. B. Morris.

THK BIRTH OF CHRIST.
"Hhabroaitat forth r flrat bora torn, aad wraspad him

In waddling clotbri anil laid him Iu a manavrrtocnuM
thcr waa no room tor tkm at t avian.-La- ke, II it.

By wsy of introduction, the pathos ot the
iacideut waa touched upon, tiuca a situation
taken away from the scriptural setting would
stir the pity of all men. But when thought
of in it's true lightthat the Sou of God in
hia humiliation waa bora of a woman, aud
came to earth to redeem men, aaki had to rest
ou a bed of straw iu a stable, suajouuded by
every evidence of poverty, theajll is enough
to startle every oae to indignation at the crim-
inal indifference ot the world.

Not far from Bethlehem was tut maguii-ecM- t
palace-o- f Herod the Great, grouped

about it were the homes of Vats voluptuous
courtiers. The Mistimes of the world was here
represented in daasling glare and splendor;
while the coming Master of the World hsd to
bcgiu with a msuger for a throne, aud a few
rough clsd shepherds for his court.

Two kiugdoma were by the birth pf Christ
placed aide by side. One had arisen iu the
clash of arms and the spirit of invasion and
conquest, the other was founded upon "Peace
ou Berth, good will toward mcu." Oce baa
crumbled into the ashes of a smoldering past,
and the other has cnciiclcd the globe, ascend-
ed iu power through the gates ot heaven, aud
spread its borders to the cycles of eternity.

The indifference of the, world to this king-
dom of Christ wss then touched upon.
, The prophets of old bad turned their faces
to the oncoming centuries and told of the ad-

vent of a King whose relgu would never end,
whose swsy of power would be universsl.
Wise men had seen the 'rising of his stsr, and
had followed in ita wide reaching rays. And
yet in the focal crisis of the hour, when the
,trae hsd come for which the nations groaned,
none were prepared. None were ready to aid
in atarting the kingdom with that appearance
of reHpectability It's very greatness would
seem to demand,

Uke conditions exist to dsy. There is no
room at the inn People are taken up with
the things of time. At this Christmas season
men will reel in drunkenness upon the Streets,
their Hps. foul with curses, land the very sir
reeking' with blshphemies of the name of him
whn.bnught them with bis own shed blood,

Great wa thepoverty of .hia beginnings on
earth, but here 'Godrs 'wisdom was st work.
He links the poverty and suffering of mankind
with Christ's Some one bis said, "If he had
been born in a 'palace, and been clnthed'in
purple and 'fine' linen, he woutdii'l'have ap-
pealed to the common place people of earth.0
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